FGAM IS meeting – 12th February 2009 – Audio conference

Attendees:

Alan Blyth, Brian Bandy, James Dorsey, Matt Hobby, Jim Hopkins, Trevor Ingham, John Nicol, Ruth Purvis, Lisa Whalley, Paul Williams.

Apologies:

Katie Read, Hugo Ricketts, Emily Norton, Paul Hayden, Vitchko Tsanev

Notes:
	
	item
	presented / led by:

	
	
	

	
	
	

	1
	FGAM contribution to rampdown
	Alan Blyth

	
	
	

	
	NERC have had to cut National Capability funding by an extra 2% which means that UFAM now needs to reclaim around £74k from research grants for the financial year 2009-2010.

	

	
	Emma Mason is currently trying to find out how much money is currently paid to FGAM through research grant funding.


	

	ACTION
	Let Emma know which research grants you are named on
	ALL

	
	
	

	ACTION
	We need to make sure that for funded for all future projects that we are involved in.
	ALL

	
	
	

	2
	Technology call
	Alan Blyth

	
	
	

	
	Current call for proof of concept ideas - high risk projects.


	

	
	Several ideas were discussed (about 6/7 projects in total)


	

	
	JES doesn’t currently have the option to indicate that it is an NCAS project so for now we need to submit proposals as each University and subsequently refund NCAS.
	

	
	
	

	3
	What people are planning
	All

	
	
	

	4
	Any other ideas?
	All

	
	
	

	5
	UAV meeting
	Brian Bandy

	
	
	

	
	Currently a wide range of UAVs are being developed with flight times ranging from around an hour to around 3 months.  The University of Hertfordshire are active in this area, as are BAS.

One of the main stumbling blocks is that UAVs are currently not licensed by the CAA  and so can’t fly in the UK except in designated (limited) areas.  There is some flexibility if the UAV is maintained in line of sight, but this obviously limits there use.

Comment:  The challenge for FGAM is to miniaturise instruments - not only for UAVs
	

	
	
	

	6
	Web site
	Jim Hopkins

	
	
	

	
	The website has been neatened-up and old/no longer applicable pages and links removed
	

	
	
	

	ACTION
	Include a “people” page on the FGAM website
	Jim Hopkins

	
	
	

	7
	Reports / OPMs
	Alan Blyth

	
	
	

	ACTION
	Fill-in the forms and return to Emma/Rebecca and cc Alan.
	ALL

	
	
	

	8
	AOB
	

	
	
	

	
	There was a meeting in Manchester to discus the Urban Atmospheric Science project, proposed to take place in London.  A visit to several proposed locations for an intensive study will take place on Monday 16th February.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Audio conference was deemed by all (who took part) to be a success and we should try to arrange more meetings in this way in the future.
	

	
	
	

	ACTION
	Investigate the best options for web conferencing to allow a science meeting in this way.
	Alan Blyth

	
	
	

	
	FGAM is the focus of an advisory group review in July 2009
	

	
	
	

	ACTION
	We need to put together an FGAM leaflet to advertise what we do
	Alan Blyth with help from ALL

	
	
	

	ACTION
	Ruth to send Alan a copy of the template used by FAAM for their leaflet
	Ruth Purvis

	
	
	

	
	
	


